Your Supply of Protection!
 
Protect or protection in the dictionary is defined as that which “keeps someone or something safe from harm, damage, or illness.”  One example given is likened unto “an insurance company protects your home, car, life, etc.”  For this CRA Moment I am asking that you consider in a broader sense, and with your spiritual glasses on the words of Paul the Apostle recorded in Ephesians 4:17-18. “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.”  Let me share with you one way many believers “walk as the rest of the Gentiles, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened…” they lay down their supply of protection. What is holding them back in their spiritual walk with the Lord and further growth?   It is not being established in the faith or realizing the peace of God that is available to an individual as that peace rules in ones heart; it is ultimately not allowing the Word of Christ to be able to dwell in one’s life in all wisdom, therefore such an individual is being kept in a place of defeat.  
                               
What then is that one thing holding so many back?  It can be found about an inch-and-a-half below ones nose!  What holds many back are the very words that come out of our mouth on such a regular basis that many no longer even notice how many negative words they have spoken.  Prov. 6:2, “You are snared (trapped) by the words of your mouth; you are taken (trapped) by the words of your mouth.”  Prov. 13:3, “He who guards his mouth preserves his life, but he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.”  Prov. 17:28, “Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.”  Prov. 18:7, “A fools mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.”  Prov. 21:23 reads, “Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from trouble.”  Even these few verses from the book of Proverbs should help us see that “A fool vents all his feelings, (mind) but a wise man holds them back” (Prov. 29:11).   That tells us that many undermine all that God desires to do by nullifying His promises by the words that come from the mouth, therefore we will either end up being satisfied or dissatisfied.  So!  Exactly how much does it really matter as to the words we speak?  Prov. 18:21 tells just how important it is:  “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.”
                               
If we as believers speak words that are contrary to the words of the Bible, then according to the Bible we walk in “the futility” of our minds and our “understanding” is “darkened”.  If we say such things as “I can’t seem to do much of anything anymore”, then we nullify the Word that says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).   “I feel like I’m going under.  There’s so much going wrong!” Then we nullify the words of Phil. 4:19; “And my God shall supply all my need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  If we say, “Everything just seems to go from bad to worse,” then we nullify the words of Prov. 3:6, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  If we say words like “I just feel as though my life is over,” then we nullify the words of the Bible which says, “My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my commands; for length of days and long life and peace they will add to you” (Prov. 3:1-2).  If we say words such as, “I just can’t give to the church, to this or that ministry.  I’ve got so many bills, debts, I can’t possibly give!” then we nullify the words of Prov. 3:9 that command to “Honor the Lord with your possession’s, and with the first fruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.”
 
Others will voice such things as “I’ve been sick and I’m not sure it’s God’s will to heal me.  After all…you just never know what God is going to do!”  As if it’s God who puts sickness upon a person in order that He might get glory.  He doesn’t get glory from our sickness…the Bible says the people “glorified God” when others were healed.  Many of the words we speak are simply not accurate!  Scripture tells us that God is not a respecter of persons…He doesn’t heal one person and ‘put’ sickness upon the other.  His will is to do the same for you and me as was done for Aeneas in Acts 9:32-35.  Verse 34 reads, “And Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you.  Arise and make your bed.’ Then he arose immediately.”  Jesus is always ‘willing to heal’…that’s a big part of why He went to the cross… “by whose stripes you were healed.”  As Jesus is the “same yesterday, today and forever,” then He is not a respecter of persons, therefore when it comes to healing we can be assured that His words recorded in Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45, and Luke 5:12-16 with the cleansing of the man with leprosy are meant for us as well. The man said to Jesus, “If You are willing, You can make me clean,” and Jesus responded, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  And “immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.”  Is He willing?  That’s a definite yes because He said He was!
 
Words either heal us or make us sick.  They either bless us or curse us (the word curse is used to express that all human activities would come to nothing). The words that you hear and express in the morning will linger with you all through the day.  Your words and how you use them are “Your Supply of Protection.”
            
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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