“I Am Ashamed!”  But I Know the Way Out!
 
For the person who believes in, and accepts the Bible, we have confidence in the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Tim. 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives.  It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.” Any Bible reading individual realizes that the last Bible prophecy before the return of Jesus deals with the new world order. For years groups have been planning and attempting to bring about a one-world-government, and now we have Henry Kissinger’s shocking assertion: President Barack Obama could create this new world order.
                          
Now, as we consider where we are at in Biblical history there comes another, almost unbelievable present day situation that Doug Giles writes on in Townhall.com of the incredible undeserved attack she recently received. Quoting Giles, “Miss California is braver than some pastors!”  He then continues on to write, “It’s refreshing to see conviction nowadays.  Hopefully some pastors, especially you well-known ‘major’ ministers, who have shied away from standing publicly with the Bible, will, by her example…come back to quoting God on the (His) topic(s).”  
                 
Once again, this morning I awoke to the news out of WorldNetDaily and an article by Drew Zahn.  While I’ll save you from experiencing the stomach wrenching sickness I was left with, I’ll at least give you the “basic” details Zahn gives of the painting of Artist Michael D’Antuono’s that he calls “The Truth”.  His “work” which will be unveiled on April 29 at the Square’s South Plaza in N.Y. City, features Obama with his arms outstretched and wearing a crown of thorns upon his head.  Like others in the news who have depicted Obama in Christ-like imagery, D’Antuono insists he isn’t claiming the man is Messiah, but only inviting ‘individual interpretations’.”  According to a statement released about the portrait, “The 30 X 54 acrylic painting on canvas depicts President Obama appearing much like Jesus Christ on the Cross: atop his head, a crown of thorns; behind him, the dark veil being lifted (or lowered) on the Presidential Seal.  But is he revealing or concealing, and is he being crucified or glorified?” the statement reads.
                   
Later in the four-page article, Zahn continues on to remind the reader of “Others, such as Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, who has been far clearer in their nearly religious adoration of Obama.  Farrakhan declared last year that when Obama talks, ‘the Messiah is absolutely speaking’.”
                  
Ezra of the O.T., was a man who must have been a competent scribe and priest, who had found favor with the ruling Persians.  All the while, (don’t miss this!  It’s worth reading two, three, or four times!) Ezra was also devoted to God and the high standards of holiness and righteousness that the Lord demanded of His people.  He proved by way of his leadership to be a capable leader who could point out shortcomings while leading the people to a higher commitment to God’s law at the same time.  Through it all, chapter 7 and verse 9 tells us that Ezra worked with a keen sense of divine guidance, “according to the good hand of his God upon him.”  Chapter 9, verse 15-16 records Ezra as saying, “O Lord, God of Israel, you are righteous!  We are left this day as a remnant.  Here we are before you in our guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence.” The NLT reads like this:  “O my God, I am utterly ashamed; I blush to lift up my face to you.  For our sins are piled higher than our heads, and our guilt has reached to the heavens.”  Much later, in the N.T. the Apostle Paul gives us his warning in Romans 2:6, “He will judge everyone according to what they have done” (NLT).  
                      
“I Am Ashamed!” and I trust you are as well.  Therefore let me share with you the directness of how the Message translation reads in Romans 1:  “Did you think that because he’s such a nice God, he’d let you off the hook? Better think this one through from the beginning.  God is kind, but he’s not soft.  In kindness he takes us firmly by the hand and leads us into a radical life change.  The day is coming when it’s going to blaze hot and high. God’s fiery and righteous judgment.  Make no mistake:  In the end you get what’s coming to you---Real life for those who work on God’s side, but to those who insist on getting their own way and take the path of least resistance, Fire!  If you’re going against the grain, you get splinters, regardless of which neighborhood you’re from, what your parents taught you, what schools you attended.  But if you embrace the way God does things, there are wonderful payoffs, again without regard to where you are from or how you were brought up.”  
                   
Stand firm!  You’ve read the last book!  We win!  Luke 21:21, “So when all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is near!”  “So let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up” (Gal. 6:9).  And, you’ll not nor will you ever be ashamed!
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