“Well!  I’ll Never Believe that Unless I Can See It!”
 
Jeannie and I just flew back to California from Missouri last evening, and whenever possible, we choose to fly Southwest Airlines.  While we always check in early to get through security and relax a little, after having to take off our shoes, belt, emptying pockets, taking the computer out of its case, being “wanded down,” and now having to stand with arms outstretched in the machine for a 

“full-body scan” (I had to be double checked because I had a handkerchief in my back pocket that must have shown up as something dangerous!  How thankful I was that it was a clean one!), a person truly needs a little time to relax after ‘ALL’ that before getting 

on board.  
                                   
On board Jeannie will often sit by the window while I take the aisle seat leaving an empty one between us.  Why?  Because there are times when a rather fluffy person will board, and most generally they will not attempt to crowd into the middle seat unless there is nothing else available.  In that case, Jeannie moves to the middle and gives the window seat to whomever.  What’s the connection I want you to see?  Simply this:  The American church is full of large, fluffy, knowledge-filled Christians.  The smorgasbord of Bible studies offered would make one think that the key to the Christian life is knowledge of the Bible, however, a person can be a star at Bible trivia, yet their heart can be as cold as ice.  A person can teach God’s Word in various settings and yet do so without the passion of God’s fire.  It happens every day, especially on Sundays, all around the world.  Sadly, for many of these folks, the fire of the Holy Spirit ranks from minimal to nonexistent in their life.  Some of the people who are the most unfriendly to the spiritual things of God are filled intellectually with Bible knowledge, yet they will fight over Biblical issues such as “faith, and what it is or what it is not!” and being as blind as a bat over the supernatural activities of God.
                                   
Hebrews 11:1 reads, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  The Amplified Version reads, “Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of things we hope for, being the proof of things we do not see and the conviction of their reality.”  The NLT reads, “Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.”  The Message reads, “The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living.”
                                   
 “Well, I’ll Never Believe that Unless I Can See It!  It’s important to understand that seeing is not believing!  Someone can say that, however, it’s simply not true.  A person chooses whether they will believe or not.  At the same time, a person ‘can’ choose to believe.  You and I make a choice to believe or not to believe.  Jesus said in John 20:27, “Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”  The NLT reads, “Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”  Verse 29, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  Far too many never rise to the next level God wants them at because of unbelief.  
                                                         
This area of unbelief is too important to quickly skip over, for in the truth of its words lies the results of whether we will be people who grow in faith to the things of the Lord, or, whether we will be like the Thomas’ of the world. You’ll remember that it was Thomas who said, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).  Did he ever get a vivid wake-up call when Jesus told him to go for it … “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here and put it into My side.”  I’m pretty confident that after that experience Thomas was 100% in his thinking that if he could do it over, he would do and say things completely different.
                                   
How often might we be stopping the miracle working power of the Lord in our lives?  Need a job; monies to pay bills; to sell a car; kids to come in line with life’s issues; wholeness in your marriage; (you fill in the blanks) and then, if so, remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 13:58, “Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”  And, even after His resurrection it is said of Jesus that “Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe…” (Mark 16:14).
                                                
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie 
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