“…throw the dice…”

Building after building is being raised up across the country as numerous Casinos’ appear, seemingly in the middle of nowhere.  Close to where we live in a neighboring town a newly built casino spends endless dollars on TV, radio, and newspaper advertisement as they entice the reader or listener to come “win their fortune”.  Today I saw another ad which read, “The moment you hit the casino floor, you feel the energy, 49 gaming tables, 13 Poker tables featuring Texas Hold ‘Em and over 1500 slot and video poker machines.”  The printed ad continued, “Sit down to a game of Blackjack, Let it Ride or Fortune Pai Gow” (that sounds like something that would hurt!).  “Action that happens around the clock.  Give a spin to the most popular progressive and video poke games.  Visit our new Poker room, or play big in the high-limit room. Let your imagination run wild.”  Then comes the Las Vegas, NV advertisement that is, indeed, true, accurate, and right on!  “What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.”  If there was ever a true statement this must be it!  For anyone planning on leaving Las Vegas with a bag full of money quickly learns, “What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.”
                           
Yet for many the lure of quick money sounds enticing.  How interesting even in a day with so many jobs being lost and with most all of us having finances stretched to the limit, there continues to be a vast number who appear to be in a hurry to do nothing shy of throwing money away in order that larger and more extravagant buildings can be erected and owners of those businesses to drive even more expensive cars. What are we thinking?  Or, are we?  Proverbs 13:11 should be a good reminder that “Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears.”
                           
              
As pre-registration apps for this year’s SEMA (Specialty Equipment Marketing Assoc) Show in Las Vegas are beginning to arrive here in the CRA office, my mind recalls past years as we walked through the Hilton casino on our way from the parking lot to the Hilton Convention Center where the SEMA Show is held.  As we passed though, the crowd of gamblers throwing dice; pulling on arms of slot machines; placing bets on roulette wheels, along with other gaming devices was nothing short of a sea of empty faces and desperate people.  Each person tossing dice were placing money as bets on ‘chance’.  Maybe this will be the time…my chance at the big payoff…my time that will take care of my tomorrows.  I wonder how long they would stay at a table or machine if they were to consider what Proverbs 16:33 has to say.  The NLT reads, “We may throw the dice, but the Lord determines how they fall.”  The Amp. Version reads, “The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is wholly of the Lord” (even events that seem accidental are really ordered by Him).”  The LB reads, “We toss the coin, but it is the Lord who controls its decision” while the NCV reads, “People throw lots to make a decision, but the answer comes from the Lord.”
                        
It’s not chance that determines how many spots show up on each roll, it’s the Lord.  He has predetermined the outcome way before anyone even un-wrapped the dice from its cellophane wrapper.  It’s not just in Las Vegas, Reno, Atlantic City, or even our neighboring town of Jackson, CA; it’s every casino and every back-room gambling establishment around the world…He controls what’s going to come up!  How is that done? It’s really pretty simple when one understands the Bible, for example, Psalm 24 vs. 1, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him.”  He not only controls the roll of the dice, He controls the movement of the slot machine wheels, the roulette wheel, and He controls the casino as well as whatever city the gambling is taking place in.  It all belongs to Him!  He owns it all!  Steven Wynn thinks what he has belongs to him; the Bellagio, Mirage and Wynn Resorts, however, he’s got an awakening awaiting him, and that is…every bit right down to the last chip…it all belongs to God!
                        
What can we learn from this CRA Moment?  I believe it to be this: Whatever may come your way … whatever … whatever … a loss of a job; a new one; a new chapter in your life totally unexpected, God’s got it all under His control. We may be quick to say that the devil was in the mix, but may I remind you that Satan’s on a leash and can go no further than what God allows.  The same as in Job’s case, Satan’s on a short leash with your life and God has given him boundaries and he cannot go any further than what is first ‘sifted through’ the hands of Almighty God.


What is it that you may be going through?  Whatever it is begin to claim the truth of Ps. 27: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear?”  “Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a smooth path…” 

There’s no chance taking with Him!  He’s in control over all circumstances of your life…so no need rolling any dice, however, should you choose to do so remember that God’s Word says,  “It will all happen as I have planned.  It will be as I have decided” Isa. 14:24 (TLB).
                        
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
